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Tue Circutar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of community of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entirely 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
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PAYING, OR PROMISING TO PAY, by applying through 
the mail, or at 43, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 
any one chooses to pay, he may send two DOLLARS 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 
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S. R. LEONARD & COMPANY, PRINTERS. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—“— 
The Bible a Banner of Reform. 

The Bible, as its whole history will plainly 
show, is a revolutionary book. The time of its 
completion was signalized by a great overturn 
of previous opinions and institutions, and the 
introduction of Christianity on the ruins of Ju- 
daism. The Bible was deeply concerned in 
that revolution. It was then embodied in liv- 
ing men—Christ and the apostles—and it was 
their testimony, as it is now recorded in the 
Bible, that destroyed the old and brought in 
the new. It is fair to say that the Bible be- 
gan its career with the subversion of the old- 
est, strongest and most sacred hierarehy that 
this world has ever known—Judaism. It de- 
stroyed a civil and religious organization, and a 
system of institutions which had previously been 
sanctioned by God himself. Such was its first 
great revolutionary feat, after being launched 
into the world. 

From Judea the Bible went forth into the 
world, and overturned the idolatrous systems 
of Rome, and of the whole Roman Empire: 
and that again, was a revolution on the largest 
scale that the world has ever seen. The break- 
ing up of the central power of Heathenism is 
fairly to be attributed to the Bible, 

Still later, it was the Bible that broke loose 
at the time of the Reformation, and scattered 
the night of Popery from the face of Europe. 
It became the chosen armory of al! progressives 
and radicals from the time of Wickliffe down 
through the whole period of Luther’s career, 
and then of the English reformers, and so laid 
the foundation of Protestantism and modern 
The Bible was the real spring of 
working 








progress. 
the whole movement—the Bible, 
against old, hoary superstitions and man-made 
institutions. There was the issue between the 
Protestants and the Catholics, and the Bible 
was on the side of the Protestants. It was 
their armory and strength. 

So far it is plain that the Bible, instead of 
having been on the side of old institutions and 
the policy of keeping things as they are, has 
been on the side of radicalism. It has been 
constantly upheaving and overturning old in- 
stitutions in the past. It was the worst enemy 
of Judaism—the worst enemy of Heathenism 
and the worst enemy of Fopery. 

But now what is the character of the Bible 
in this respect at the present time? Does it 
still hold the same relation to Reform? There 
seems to be a wide spread impression among 
reformers and progressives that the Bible is 
against them—that we have outgrown its sym- 
pathies for reform, and that it is to be aban- 
doned as the appropriate constitution of the 
stand-stillers who go for keeping things as they 
are. 

Now if that is a true impression—if it has 
come about that the Bible is a conservative 
book in the anti-reform sense of the word—in 
favor of things as they are, and opposed to 
the party of progress who are heaving and 
straining for new conditions, then we have 
truly a remarkable change to consider and ac- 





count for. The present position of the Bible, 


if this is the case, reverses all its past history ; 


for as we have shown, the Bible has hitherto 
been the best friend of those who were seeking 
to abolish tradition, and let loose free and na- 
ked truth. It is manifest on the whole face 
of its career that it has been the ally of re- 
form against old fogyism, the best friend of the 
future, and the greatest enemy of the past. 

There is no truth in the idea that the posi- 
tion of the Bible is changed in this respect.— 
We are bold io say that present facts actually 
accord with all its past history, showing that 
the Bible still occupies the very van of pro- 
gress. It is at the bottom of all the free 
movement that is now going on in this country. 
If our progressives congratulate themselves 
on the fact of a wonderful ferment in favor of 
universal reform, they must take into account 
that that ferment has arisen in a population 
which has been educated in the Bible school— 
instructed more thoroughly in that book, than 
any other nation on the face of the earth. It 
is not for us to ignore the fowndation that we 
stand upon, or the sources and causes of the 
present phenomena. Here is now a glorious 
ferment of mind, of free-thinking and heroic 
reform-progress, in various directions. But it 
will be noticed that this phenomenon has had 
but a short independent existence. It is hardly 
more than twenty years since the Anti-slavery 
and Temperance agitations began the movement 
of free thought and free discussion of institutions 
and of morals in the land. What were the 
elements existing previous to that--the really 
mother-influences, out of which all this heat 
and power of reform has grown? What was 
the fire that roused up this high head of steam ? 
and how kindled? We may say with perfect 
certainty that it was the Bible. it was the Bi- 
ble that stirred the hearts of the people, in 
the first place, as was manifest in the reli- 
gious revivals which preceded this whole fer- 
ment of reform; and it was the Bible that 
was the original stimulus and armory of the 
Anti-slavery reform ; and Anti-slavery, in de- 
clining from the Bible, has dishonored its father 
and its mother. The same is true of every one 
of these reforms that has any truth and useful- 
ness in it. The men that are at work in them, 
were originally Bible men, or were moved and 
set to work by Bible men ; and these reforms, 
every one of them, whether they know it or 
not, have been’ warmed into life by the Bible, 
and their infancy was nursed and suckled by the 
Bible. Is it wise for them now that they are 
able to go alone, to discard the Bible, and so 
dishonor their own origin ? 

The Bible is a revolutionary book yet. It 
is now the best friend of the future, and the 
truest opponent of the past: 1t will have the 
credit finally of the present revolution, as it 
certainly has the credit of the Reformation and 
the subversion of Judaism, of Heathenism and 
of Popery in former times. 

In calling the attention of progressives and 
radicals back to the Bible, we would ask them 
to study the subject as a matter of policy—for 
true policy will go with true honesty. And if 
they have lost their confidence in the Bible, 
and do not see clearly the demand that it has 
on them as a book of authority, we would ask 
them at any rate to look at it from the point 
of expediency and see what claim the Bible 
has on them as a helper of reform—as an ar- 
mory for all true revolutions. And in the first 
place, we would propose for consideration the 
fact that the Bible has a hold on the hearts and 
minds of the mass of the people in this country 
and all Christendom, that makes it a very pow- 
erful book-—-the most powerful book in the 
world, by a great deal. And if it is true that 
that book is on the side of the owls and the bats, 
itis a very unfortunate thing. It renders the 
prospect of reformation to say the least, distant 








and dim. How much more hopeful would it 
be if we could belicve that the mighty influence 
of that book is on the side of progress, and rad- 
ical reformation! We advise radicals to be 
slow to surrender the mighty influence of that 
book ; they should not abandon their strong 
hold in a pet, and without having first a tho- 
rough appreciation of its capabilities. 

The question of policy in the ease may be 
illustrated by the different positions that have 
been taken among abolitionists in relation to 
the Constitution of the United States. That 
is a constitution, which many consider and be- 
lieve to be sound—one which admits of true 
expansion into all the principles of free- 
dom, and whose legitimate and ultimate 
operation would abolish all slavery. But the 
more violent class of abolitionists, in the pro- 
gress of their heated career got out of pa- 
tience with the Constitution and pronounced it 
a pro-slavery compact—renounced their alle- 
giance and broke loose from it altogether. Now 
look at the two positions—the position of that 
small portion of abolitionists who quitted their 
hold and threw themselves outside of the Con- 
stitution on the one hand, and the position of 
the liberty party on the other hand, who insist 
that the Constitution is sound and that they 
can act under it, and make it a mighty engine 
of abolition. 

There is a similar question comes up in re- 
gard to the Bible. The Bible is the Constitu- 
tion of Christianity ; and while one party says 
that it is an unsound corstitntion, the other par- 
ty says that it is sound, and has in it the essence 
and almighty power of progress and reforma- 
tion. If that is so, it is not only a false, but 
avery impolitic move, for persons to divest 
themselves of the privilege of acting on the 
public mind from the Bible—of living and vo- 
ting under the Constitution of Christendom. — 
We have shown that the Bible has been, and is 
now, the book of revolutions—the book that has 
proved itself to be the mightiest enemy of all 
those systems and institutions that have abused 
mankind. We claim that it is a sound consti- 
tution ; and that init, and under it, the army 
of reform can secure its objects, and in the 
most effective way. To renounce the Bible, as 
reformers have done, is treachery to their own 
chosen object—it is disabling themselves, and 
giving up their stronghold, with all its guns 
and munitions, to the enemy. 

Now any one who will simply look at the cen- 
tral doctrine of the Bible—the Cross of Christ, 
may see there the seeds of a complete revolu- 
tion. He will see that nothing can satisty the 
demand of Bible radicalism, short of destroying 
all sin and selfishness, and all the institutions 
that belong to them and the actual establish- 
ing of heaven upon the earth. That is the 
germ and centre of the Bible Constitution. — 
And all the limitations and drawbacks from this 
ultimatum, that are to be found in the Bible, 
are simply prudential principles that, properly 
understood, do not hinder the execution of its 
central principles, but help them. They are 
simply designed to avoid stumbling blocks, and 
smooth the way of that central object. 

If we might be permitted to give our advice 
to the progressives, we should counsel every 
man of them to make himself master of the 
Bible, as the first thing, and not judge it till he 
is master of it. For the next thing, we should 
advise the army of Reformers, to oecupy the 
ficld of interpretation—and by giving the Bible 
a new and true voice in the world, to conquer 
and make good use of the Bible Houso—that 
great arsenal of spiritual power which is now 
going up ir New York city. We claim that 
magnificent building as the strong hold of the 
true spirit of revolution and reform. 

It seems to us absolutely certain that every 
true reform—every thing that is really in the line 








of progress, (we don’t admit into that category 
all the hobbies that are going,) but every thing 
that is in the course of absolute truth, will be 
able, if there is patience enough, and diligence 
in investigation, te find place and power in the 
Bible. And the stand-still churches, every one 
of them, from the Catholie to the latest form 
of Presbyterianism, can be driven from the 
Bible and compelled to give it up. The mem- 
bers of our orthodox churches will be compelled 
either to come in for a total revolution, or 
to go off with the infidel. The Bible has that 
in it—it came into this world for judgment, and 
when the books are opened, it is perfectly cer- 
tain that your old fogies will reject it, or else 
they will come to be born again. Some of them 
already begin to murmur at Paul, and find him 
too revolutionary, on the subject of marriage, 
for instance ; but it will be very easy to show 
that Paul and Christ were on the same ground, 
and that Paul’s doctrine is involved in the very 
central principle of the gospel. Then if they 
begin to slide off from Paul, they will slide from 
the whole platform of Christianity. 

In the first great quarrel between conserva- 
tism and progression in this generation, the con- 
servatives stuck to the Bible, and the progres- 
sives abandoned it. But there is to be another 
battle: and if we have any influence, the pro- 
gressives will this time stick to the Bible, and 
the conservatives will be obliged to abandon it. 
We call on all honest-hearted progressives to 
rally for this object, recover their stronghold, 
and fling out henceforth the Bible as their ban- 
ner of Reform. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR, 


Faith and Feelings. 

There is something in the voice of prayer, 
peculiarly solemn. That a person here in the 
flesh, visible to the senses, and subject to ma- 
terial laws, should look away into the invisible, 
and call for help on him ‘ who inhabiteth eter- 
nity, is calculated to impress the mind with 
awe, and make it feel the force of the text, 
‘He that cometh to God, must believe that he 
is, and that he is the rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.’ ‘ The fool hath said in 
his heart, there is no God ;? and I much fear 
that this evidence of folly, is more extensive 
than is usually supposed. There is probably, 
a large, thoughtless multitude, who would start 
at the idea of denying the existence of God ; 
but who never yet knew the power of the faith 
implied, in believing that ‘He is, and that he 
is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.’ The veil of sense must have become 
very thin, to enable the creature to realize that 
his voice, even in its softest whisper, is dis- 
tinctly audible to the ear of him whom he ad- 
dresses ; and that a Being whom his eye hath 
never seen, is secretly, but with unerring cer- 
tainty, directing events as they pass, and con- 
trolling the destiny of men. But true prayer 
tacitly admits all this; and no one should use 
the form of prayer, who does not perceive in 
God the arbiter of his fate. The hypocrites 
in our Lord’s time, prayed to be heard of men; 
but they had their reward in kind, and were 
not given as examples for others. Those who 
in secret, touched the ear of him who perceives 
in secret, were ‘rewarded openly.’ Hence, 
we may conclude that the form merely is una- 
vailing ; or as we may say, that which is visible 
to men, is invisible to God. If any from the 
secret place of their hearts, have sent up the - 
prayer to God, ‘ Give us thy Holy Spirit,’ to 
them the promise is sure—‘ Ask and ye shall 
receive ;? and again, ‘God is more ready to 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask, than 
earthly parents are to give good gifts to their 
children,’ In view of such promises as these, 
the tone of an unbelieving prayer is cruel; and 
its continued repetition manifests a strength 
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thy of all praise, were it exercised on the side 
of faith. It would make worthy children of 
him, ‘ who against hope believed in hope.’ 
One great error, and cause of this unbelief, 
may be found in the false notion, that the pos- 
session of the Spirit must necessarily and in- 
variably produce a certain amount of exhilara- 
tion—a peculiarly pleasant flow of feelings, and 
a fluency of words. But this error betrays a 
forgetfulness of the various offices of the Spirit ; 
that he is a convincer of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment. When we see and feel our 
true condition, we have more reason to rejoice 
and be glad, than we have when a mere un- 
meaning flow of pleasurable feeling, is carrying 
us along its tide. Our confidence in the faith- 
fulness of God should not be shaken by any 
amount of feeling we have, or by the dearth 
of feeling. Faith, to be stable, must be wholly 
independent of sight or feeling. If we are 
conscious that our heart’s desire to God is for 
guidance, it is our privilege—nay more, God’s 
character for truth makes it obligatory on us 
to conclude that he has given us his Holy Spir- 
it; that Christ and the Father have come to 
make their abode with us; and it belongs to us 
to revise our ideas of the effect of such a vis- 
itation. Our heavenly guests may want us to 
walk soberly ; they may find many things in 
us which need to be cast out. Would it be 
wonderful if they should show us things, the 
sight of which would be any thing but pleasant, 
when seen in their light? Yet it should be 
our pleasure to open our hearts to the recep- 
tion of such light ; and the sight of things un- 
pleasant ought not to produce despondency, 
nor shake our confidence in his faithfulness to 
save. Rather let ussay with David, ‘ Prove 
us, and see if there be any wicked way in us.’ 
Christ said, ‘ Blessed are they that have not 
seen and yet have believed.’ With this bless- 
edness in view, there is eneouragement to be- 
lieve, even on the naked promise only; and 
to consider the gift of the Spirit as ours, even 
in the absence of its visible fruits. But in 
looking for its fruits, and evidence of its pres- 


ence, we may well consider a convictiou of sin | 


as one evidence, if we have no other: and one 
which ought to be acknowledged with gratitude : 
for we learn, that the Spirit shall reprove the 
world of sin, because they believed not on 
Jesus Christ. Then if we are reproved of sin, 
the fact is sure, wedo not believe on Jesus 
Christ: for he ‘ was manifested to take away 
our sins,’ and it is only ‘ because of unbelief, 
that sin remaineth.’? Here is therefore, some 
evidence that the Spirit is bearing fruit ; work- 
ing in us according to the Father’s good pleas- 
ure ; evidently striving to lay a foundation deep 
and lasting : and it belongs to us to fall in with 
his designs, and work out our salvation as he 
works in us. ‘To a person sincerely desirous of 
building on the right foundation, and only sus- 
picious that he is on the sandy, anything con- 
firming that suspicion will be gladly received, 
and anything which points out the rock will be 
hailed with joy. But the pleasure-loving spirit 
courts the transient glow, regardless of the 
source from whence itcomes. Inthe‘ Rapping? 
dispensation which has just passed by us here, 
there was no lack of this spirit. Those who 
embraced it had feeling enough; but where is 
itnow? And where are they? Why, fallen, 
as we all know, from their high pinnacle ; some 
into the frivolities of the gay world ; some into 
the slough of political partizanship ; and some 
to grasping again the wealth and honors which 
for a time they disclaimed. They cannot be 
said to have passed away ‘ leaving no wreck be- 
hind,’ for to the faintest spiritual perception 
they remain before us a sorrowful wreck to 
warn future mariners of the shoals on which 
they stranded. Feeling, based as it was on 
falsehood, was no savior to them. But the 
office of the Spirit which we seek, is to lead in 
the way of salvation. ‘He shall take of the 
things of mine and shew them unto you,’ is the 
language of our Savior. He will lead in a way 
that we know not. Hence we may conclude 
that we are incapable of marking out the way, 


‘any expectations of particular feelings, had bet- 
‘ter be given up unto the guide for whom we 
‘have called. When a pilotsteps on board of 
/a vessel that is entering a harbor, the captain 
ceases to direct her course. The pilot will 
take no responsibility until he does so. And 
|as long as we continue to insist upon steering 
| for any particular landmarks, it is in vain for 
us that we have a pilot on board. 
Verona, January, 1853. H. N. L. 


THE CIRCULAR. — 


PPL IPL IPI SLI ILLIA. 








PP PPP LSS SS SS LIISA 


BROOKLYN, JAN, 15, 1853 








The exact Position of the Primitive Church. 
We said in our article on Constitutional Chris- 
| tianity, in the last paper, that the Primitive church, 
in carrying out the resurrection-principle on which 
| they were based, did not attack any of the present 
| institutions of the world, except sin; ut confined 
their operations simply to the subversion of the civil 
and religious organization of the Jews. That how- 
ever, is not strictly true; and in order that we may 
exhibit them correctly, we must modify that state- 
ment as follows. 

They did attack one institution growing out of sin, 
-—-an external institution of the present Gentile 
world; and that is, Property. On the day of Pen- 
tecost, there was a serious manifestation of the ten- 
dency of their resurrection faith against the system 
of exclusive possession. The spirit that came upon 
the church from Christ--the organizing, assimilating 
element that marked Christ’s career in the world, 
manifested itself on the day of Pentecost, as a so/- 
vent, that decomposed the institution of private prop- 
erty, and made an end of its claims in a free, volup- 
tary, and peaceful way. 

This is a very notable fact; and one which ought 
not to be forgotten, in our attempts to exhibit the 
actual doings of the Primitive church under the Con- 
stitution of Christianity. We say that while they 
did not attack the social institutions of the Gentiles, 
as marriage, slavery, &c., they did attack the princi- 
ple of ownership, which is the essence of slavery, and 
of marriage. 

On the day of Pentecost, they ‘ had all things com- 
mon’—‘ no man said that aught of the things that 
he possessed was hisown; but distribution was made 
unto every man as he had need,’ &c. There the res- 
urrection vortex was opened, and there it indicated 
its power and its tendency. For the time being, the 
institution of property, on a small scale, was drawn 
in, and went to pieces. 

The account, therefore, to speak accurately, stands 
thus: The Primitive church, standing on the con- 
stitutional principle of unity with the death and res- 
urrection of Christ, subverted first of all, and gave 
chief attention to the subversion of, sin; and sec- 
ondly, subverted the ecclesiastical system of Juda- 
ism; andso far, they made thorough work. Then 
thirdly, they practically manifested, in a temporary 
way, the tendency of the resurrection-principle 
against the institution of private property; and 
fourthly, though they did not carry the principle out 
into any further practical demonstrations, they gave 
their advice against marriage, and indicated that 





they were averse to entangle themselves with that 
institution, except so far as was absolutely necessary. 
Fifthly, they left slavery, and civil institutions in 
general, undisturbed. 





About Oneida. 


Our friends, we presume, will be interested as we 
were to hear how the family employ themselves at 
Oneida during the winter months. The following is 
a statement of the different kinds of business, with 
the distribution of men to each. 

3 men. Steel Traps, 4 men. 
‘© Silk Peddliing, 4 * 

‘© Shoe-shop, Q2 6 
‘* Miscellaneous, 9 * 


Grist-mill, 
Saw-mil!, 2 
Rustic Seats, 5 


~ 


Broom-shop, 5 
Teaming, 4 ‘* Kitchen, 3. 
School, 1 * Children’s Dep’t. 1 * 


These several trades, have grown up quite natu- 
rally in the Community, and afford a pleasant variety, 
adapted to the different tastes and faculties of the 
members. Changes are frequently made, so that 
persons can go through the whole circle of employ- 
ments if they choose; and as spring opens the above 
arrangement will be broken up, several branches 
dropped, and many of the men will go into garden- 
ing and building operations. 

Some of the trades mentioned above are a little 
unique in character, as the manufacture of rustic 
seats and steel traps, the silk business, &c. They 
were brought in along with the other private attain- 
ments of members, and being adopted by the Com- 
munity, have thus far proved pleasant and success- 
ful. The Community received a silver medal at the 
New York State Fair for specimens of their rustic 
seats. It is proposed to make $1000 dollars worth 
the present winter. The steel traps are ordered in 
large quantities by Hardware-Dealers, to supply the 
Trappers of the Far West—the pioneers of civiliza- 
tion. In the silk business several men are constantly 








employed in traveling, (not on foot as formerly,) but 
on different lines of railroad, supplying merchants 
and others in the villages. This brings us into con- 
tact with business men, and affords a good recrea- 
tion, for those who wish to go out. The trips are 
generally not over a week, and by that time the men 
are glad to hie homewards. 

The women of the Community are principally 
occupied in household affairs, and in the needle-work 
necessary to supply the other Communities with 
clothes. In summer they mingle freely in the out- 
door labors of the garden and farm. The children 
all attend school. 





Coroners’ Inquests--Need of Reform. 

The office of Coroner is an appendage of govern- 
ment so universal in cities and large towns, that 
every body is familiar with its duties. Sudden and 
violent deaths—by murder, suicide, assault and bat- 
tery, by railroad or steamboat accident, by drown- 
ing, &c. &c.,—are the special cases that enlist the 
coroner’s attention. Deaths from such causes are 
assumed to be unnatural and premature, and the 
question—‘ Who is to blame?’--is answered by 
the inquest and verdict of the coroner. In almost 
every issue of the daily press, we notice the record 
of some coroner’s inquest held over the bodies of per- 
sons supposed to have lost their lives by one or an- 
other of these ‘ unnatural’ processes. But the cases 
of mortality that now come under the cognizance of 
the coroner, are only a small fraction of the sum 
total that actually occur. Consumption, fevers, sick- 
ness in general, and the thousand more ordinary 
causes of death, prey upon us by methods not a whit 
less cruel and relentless than those of the murderer 
or assassin, and with far more frightful ravage: yet 
their victims may be dragged to the grave, as they 
daily are, at the enormous rate of 25,000,000 annu- 
ally, and not a coroner thinks of instituting an in- 
quiry as to the legitimacy of the operation! As the 
world goes, for these last named causes of death 
there are no indictments; but on the contrary it 
appears to be tacitly conceded by government and 
people that they are the innocent agents of a divine 
decree—that the victims of them have lived their 
‘ allotted time,’ and consequently die by ‘ visitation 
of God,’ according to supposed appointment and the 
ordained course of nature. 

We don’t see as there is any redress for such hor- 
rible grievances, so long as the Hadean kingdom is 
allowed to be an authorized dynasty, and the death- 
institution its legal system of taxation. But it seems 
to us that in these days this Hadean dynasty, with 
its extortionate system of taxation, is crowding upon 
us in such a way that we may well question the le- 
gitimacy of its reign. In the ‘ Rapping’ philosophy 
we are having foisted upon us a system of measures 
which, if unrebuked, is calculated not only to sub- 


ject us to premature taxation, but to reduce us to 


abject slavery to the Hadean kingdom while yet liv- 
ing. 

We call therefore, for more light—for more agita- 
tion of this whole subject. The coroner simply en- 
ters his protest against ‘what is deemed to be a pre- 
mature demand of the cruel death-tax, not at all 
questioning its validity, but meekly expecting to 
suffer the extortion sooner or later. But we ques- 
tion the legality of the entire Hadean charter; and 
recommend, to begin with, an extension of the coro- 
ner’s prerogatives, so that he be authorized to insti- 
tute inquiries and render his verdict in every case 
where the death-tax is levied and extorted. If we 
feel authorized to protest against the overt act of 
murder as illegal and unconstitutional, and seek to 
prohibit it, why should we not for the same reason 
protest against and repress covetousness, pride, 
idolatry, foolishness, effeminacy, &c., which by the 
Constitution are classed in the same category, and as 
having the same source, with murder? Virtually, 
and by the Constitution of the Universe, ‘he that 
hateth his brother 1s 4 Murperer;’ and certainly 
every-day facts such as the world is full of, are 
practical commentaries on the truthfulness of the 
principle. And if so, let us inquire, ‘Who is to 
blame’ for the universal prevalence of such outra- 
geous facts ? 


We go then for a thorough examination of Consti- 
tutional principles. We believe the rrurn will make 
us free. If our National, State, and City govern- 
ments can find a way to invest their executives, their 
police and coroners with genuine Constitutional au- 
thority, who knows but it may free us not only from 
murders, but from the whole category of evils that 
afflict the race? If we are not greatly mistaken, 
Constitutional provision has been made for our en- 
tire exemption from the great death-tax itself—the 
old ‘king of terrors’ having long ago been deposed, 
and the Hadean kingdom been thus compelled to 
surrender its keys to another dynasty. Let us study 
the Constitution, and see. L. 





I= The N. ¥. Times, describing the late trip of 
the Ericsson, says :—‘* On the way down the Bay, 
we had the fortune to exchange compliments with 
the Collins steamship Ba/tic, which reached port at 
noon, on her return trip from Liverpool. As the 


two noble vessels passed each other, they saluted, 
and the welkin rang responsive to the plash of 
the waves against the wheels, as the explosion of the 





guns, ard the shouts and cheers of the passengers 
were wafted from one to the other. The scene was 
striking, and the coincidence remarkable and note- 
worthy. Svream, in one of its most noble per- 
sonifications, politely doffed its hat to its new 
antagonist, and Catoric returned the compliment 
with interest. The meeting of the craft was an event 
to be remembered.” 





The News. 


JS The telegraph operators at Newark, N. Y.; 
Jackson, Michigan ; Conneaut, Ohio; Newark, Ohio; 
Albion, Ohio; and Dover, New Hampshire, are 
women. It strikes us that this is one of the branches 
of business, for which women are peculiarly fitted. 

Ja There appears to be a great revolution going 
onin Ireland, though of a peculiar character.— 
The poor tenants who are unable, or unwilling to 
pay the exorbitant rents imposed upon them by 
their landlords, are being forcibly ejected from their 
homes, and thrown upon the world, ina destitute 
condition. Those who are able, come to this coun- 
try: the rest are scattered in various places, through 
the island, and very many of them die. Whole sec- 
tions that a few years ago were thickly settled, are 
now almost entirely depopulated, and turned into 
meadows and sheep-pastures. It is said that the 
Ear! of Lucan alone, has laid down grass on 20,000 
acres of what was densely inhabited land. 

ga There is a famine in the Madeira Islands, oc- 
casioned by the failure of the crop of grapes. The 
principal part of the inhabitants are engaged in the 
manufacture of wine ; and as a consequence, when 
their crop of grapes is cut off, they have no means of 
obtaining their provisions. The Tribune states 
that out of 80,000 inhabitants, 60,000 are in need, 
and 40,000 must perish, unless relieved by charity. 
Measures are in progress in various places, to sup- 
ply their wants. 


J&P Great efforts are being made to establish 
Reciprocity, or Free Trade, between the British 
Provinces in America, and the United States. Sev- 
eral of the leading men of the Provinces have been 
at Washington to help forward the project. The 
movement bids fair to be successful. 

Js It is understood that Senator Cass, in his 
late allusions to a dangerous class of fanatics, re- 
ferred to the Mormons. So says a correspondent of 
the New York Observer. 





The Caloric Ship Ericsson--Success of the 
New Motor. 

Brief mention was made in our last No., of the 
second and successful trial trip of the Caloric Ship 
Ericsson, which took place on Tuesday, Jan. 11th. 
The papers of the following day contain full accounts 
of the excursion; and we avail ourselves of the 
statements presented in these accounts, to give our 
readers a general description of the Ericsson, and of 
the manner in which it is propelled by the new mo- 
tive power. 

The company invited on this excursion, was com- 
posed chiefly of the members of the Press in New- 
York City—for whose special satisfaction the trip 
was made—with a few other scientific gentlemen, 
who were deemed well qualified to be good judges of 
the operation of the machinery. The Ericsson start- 
ed from her anchorage near the Battery about 10 
A. M.; and, as The Tribune states, ‘ with the tide 
and a light breeze against her, she ran down beyond 
the Narrows, a distance of some ten miles. The tide 
was also against her in returning ; the run each way 
was accomplished in about an hour and a quarter, 
making her average speed about eight miles an hour 
against the tide.” Zhe Times says, ‘The trip was 
most satisfactory, and its results conclusive. The 
success of the new principle may be deemed certain, 
and there are no doubts which can now be suggested 
that may not readily be removed. . . . . No 
mechanical event since the time of Futton, has prom- 
ised so well for the interests of mankind as the enter - 
prise now so happily inaugurated by Ericsson.’ 

From the statements of those who witnessed the 
experiment, we will now give as well as we can with - 
out the aid of diagrams, a description of the manner 
in which this new motor is applied. 

All the power used in Capt. Ericsson’s engine, is 
obtained by the expansion of atmospheric air by heat. 
To effect this object the Ericsson is supplied with 
four double cylinders, standing in a perpendicular 
position, with a furnace under the bottom of each 
cylinder. They are thus described by The Tribune. 


The first thing in the engine which strikes 
the observer, is the magnitude of the cylin- 
ders. These are fourteen feet in diameter, 
six feet more than those of the Collins’ Steamers. 
There are four in the Ericsson, standing in a 
fore-and-aft line ; two before and twoabaft the 
shaft, and working in pairs upon it. From 
the base of the cylinders to the summit is about 
thirty feet. Hach cylinder is double, consist- 
ing of what is called a working cylinder anda 
supply cylinder; the latter being on top and 
united with the other, though of inferior diam- 
eter. The working cylinder has the furnace 
under it ; in it the active force of the machine 
is developed in the form of air expanded by 
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heat. The supply cylinder is always cold.— 
The working cylinder is 14 feet in diameter ; 
the piston which plays in it has a superficies of 
22,300 sqnare inches. The supply cylinder 
js 11 feet 7 inches in diameter, and the area 
of its piston is 14,500 square inches. These 

istons are joined by powerful iron rods. The 
stroke is six feet. On the under side of the 
upper piston are valves through which the 
supply of fresh air is drawn after the machine 
is put in motion. Over the supply cylinder is 
a resesvoir in which the upward motion of the 
piston compresses the air, which passes in there 
through valves. |The connection between the 
reservoir and working cylinder is by a large 
pipe running from the former to the base of 
the latter. The engine is set in motion by 
pumping cold air into the reservoir, by hand 
or otherwise. 

From the reservoir, through a valve at the 
bottom of the large connecting pipe, the com- 
pressed air is admitted into the working cylin- 
der over the furnace. Here it is instantly 
heated, and by its expansion drives up the 
piston, and at the same time compresses the 
air in the supply cylinder, and forces it into the 
reservoir. ‘Chen another valve in the connect- 
ing pipe opens, and the hot air is let off into 
the atmosphere. This removes the pressure 
which has driven the piston up, when its own 
weight brings it down again, and the escape 
valve closes. Then the supply valve opens 
again, and lets the cold air in over the furnace ; 
it is heated, and so the process goes on. 

The cylinders act in pairs, and in each pair 
the action is reciprocating; that is to say as 
the piston goes up in one, it goes down in the 
other, 

But the great feature of the invention is the 
apparatus by which the main part of the heat 
which expands the air in the working cylinder, 
is saved and made to do duty over and over 
again. This it is that produces the astonishing 
economy of fuel, which is one of the great 
characteristics of the invention. In a steam- 
engine the heat is used but once ; it passes 
away, and therefore has to be perpetually re- 
newed. In the Caloric engine it is economized. 
This is an immense advantage. The apparatus 
is formed of iron wire, 1-16 of an inch in dia- 
meter, woven into a web dense enough for the 
holes or meshes to oceupy half the surface.— 
Two hundred thicknesses, or disks, of this 
wire-cloth are used in each pipe connecting 
the reservoir and working cylinders. Hach 
disk is six feet long and four wide, and contains 
half a million of meshes. They are placed 
close together in the pipe, between the working 
cylinder and the two valves which let in the 
new air, and let out that which has been used. 
Thus all the air that comes in passes through 
the meshes of the wires, as does all that goes 
out. Here lies the wonder of the invention. 
The heated air in going out leaves its heat in 
these wires, and the cold air in coming in takes 
it up again. In the engines of the Kriesson, 
the air which comes out is but 30 degrees hot- 
ter than the atmosphere, though before passing 
through the wires it was 384 degrees hotter.— 
This apparatus is called the regenerator.— 
(Others suggest that it would be more properly 
named the ‘ respirator.’) 

The Wew York Sun remarks : 

The machine itself was, very happily, compared to 
an immense breathing monster, 5y some of the gen- 
tlemen on board; and the idea is well borne out by 
the fact. The regenerator may be said to perform 
the offce of the lungs; and then we indeed have the 
heaving chest and the sinewy limbs before us.— 
Calling it a* Caloric Engine,’ however,’ seems to us 
amisnomer. Itis, in effect, an ‘atmospheric’ or 
‘air engine,’ inasmuch as it is operated by means of 
air, as the steam-engine is by steam. 

The description by the Tribune thus continues : 


As we said, there are four of these double 
cylinders, four working and four supply. Ac- 
cordingly there are four furnaces, ingeniously 
arranged, and set without any extraordinary 
outlay of brick, such as has been reported. In 
these a small fire is kept up with anthracite 
coal, which is preferable to other fuel, because 
it does not blaze—-only its radiating heat is em- 
ployed. From tke grate to the apex of the 
cylinder-bottom, which is arched of course, 
there is a distance of five feet. The cylinder- 
bottom is 14 inches thick. Before the engine 
is put in motion it may get toa brown heat, 
but at that distance it cannot get hotter. As 
soon as the cold air is let in, it cools much be- 
low that point. Thus there is no danger ei- 
ther of fusion, cracking, or oxydizing of the 
cylinder-bottom, all of which have been pre- 
dicted by the sceptical. A cylinder-bottom 
will last five years—--as long as a steam boiler ; 
or if it gives out, can easily be replaced. The 
difference in the cost of replacing cylinder-bot- 
toms and steam-boilers would in a large ship, be 
from thirty to forty thousand dollars in favor 
of the former. 

The piston in the working cylinder is made 
6 feet deep from top to bottom, concave under- 
neath to fit the cylinder-bottom, and flat at the 


top. The top as well as the sides are of iron, 
but the space between is filled with gypsum 
and charcoal, non-conductors of heat. Thus 
while the bottom has the temperature of the 
hot air in the cylinder, the top is perfectly 
cool. The heat there is barely sufficient to 
keep the tallow used for lubrication in a fluid 
state, not to burn it. In fact one can stand 
upon it as it plays up and down, and many 
gentlemen amused themselves yesterday by 
riding there. This enables the engineer at 
any time to grease just the part of it which he 
may desire ; when the ship is careening for in- 
stance, and the friction of the piston is all on 
one side, that side can be directly lubricated. 
This isa point of great practical importance, 
which cannot be attained in a steam engine.— 
Nor is there any danger of burning the packing, 
forit is at the top of the piston, and never 
comes within less than 6 feet of the fire. 

The pressure for which the Caloric engine is 
calculated is 12 Ibs. per square inch, and to 
obtain this it is necessary to heat the air to 
384°. By raising the air to 450°, a pressure 
of 15 1lbs. could be obtained; but 12 is suffi- 
cient for practical purposes, and more conve- 
nient to manage. Capt. Ericsson is of opinion 
that that wili be retained as the maximum pres- 
sure by future builders of engines. Yesterday, 
owing to the unfinished state of the machine, 
and especially of the valves, it was impossible 
to get more than 8 lbs. pressure. With that, 
nine or ten revolutions were obtained per min- 
ute. The full number of revolutions to be had 
from the Ericsson’s engines is reckoned at 12, 
and at that rate it is calculated that she will 
make from 10 to 12 miles an hour. Her en- 
gines are not powerful enough to make her a 
competitor in speed with the fast Collins or 
Cunard steamers. For that she must have 
larger cylinders. The means of increasing 
power is to enlarge the diameter of the eylin- 
ders. When these engines were built, Capt. 
Kriesson desired to have cylinders of 16 feet, 
but no establishment would undertake to cast 
them, and 14 ft. were the largest he could get. 
Now, Messrs. Hogg & Delamater will engage 
to furnish cylinders of 20 feet diameter. ‘ With 
cylinders of 20 feet,’ says Capt. Ericsson, ‘ we 
should be able to surpass any thing that floats 
upon the ocean.’ 

The amount of friction Capt. E. finds mnch 
less than he anticipated. The coal consumed 
by the whole four furnaces is at the rate of 6 
tuns in 24 hours. (The steamships consume 40 
to 59 tuns daily.) The engineer and one fire- 
man suffice to tend the whole mechanism. There 
is no unpleasant smell, as about steam machin- 
ery. There are two smoke-pipes and two pipes 
to carry off the escaped air. The amount of 
air passing through the four cylinders in an hour 
is from 50 to75 tuns. This keeps the ship 
perfectly ventilated. It was cool and pleasant 
in the immediate vicinity of the furnaces. 

The Ericsson is a beautiful ship as she sits on 
the water ; a lovelier model one would not wish 
tosee. She is 260 feet long on deck ; 40 feet 
beam ; depth of hold 27; diameter of wheel 
32 feet ; length of buckets 104. 

The 


engines, conpared with steam: 


Sun thus sums up the advantages of air 


The advantages claimed for engines constructed on 
the plan and size of the Ericsson over the steam en- 
gines in use, are 

Ist. A saving of from six-sevenths to seven-cights 
of the fuel consumed. 

2nd. A saving of from four-fifths to five-sixths of 
the labor required in managing. 

drd, A saving of at least ninety per cent in wear 
and tear. 

4th. Increased facilities for examining into every 
part of the machinery and correcting derangements 
when they occur. 

5th. In simplicity of arrangement and ease of 
management. 

6th. Perfect immunity from explosion, and addi- 
tional security from fire. 

In the course of the explanations which Capt. Er- 
icsson gave of the working of his engines, to the 
party on board, many queries were proposed, a few 
of which, on some points not noticed in the foregoing 
account, here follow, with his answers : 

().——How high is the power of this vessel ? 

A.—Ahout 600 horse-power. 

().--Can the power be applied to small ma- 
chines ? 

’ A.—Undoubtedly. IT made a machine a 
foot in diameter, which ran with half horse- 
power. The principle is of easy application. 

().—In what ratio does the increase of the 
diameter of the cylinder increase the power ? 

A,—-Just the same as the increased area of 
the piston. 

().—Are you perfeetly satisfied with this 
trip as a first trial ? 

A.—It has exceeded my highest anticipations. 
With the low pressure which is now employed, 
the engine has already effected more than I had 
any reason to anticipate. [Cheers. } 

Q.—In regard to the amount of friction: 
what is it ? 
A.—The amount of friction is less than that 





of any other engine. 


Q.—What amount of pressure is required to | shuffled around so much, refers everything 


commence operations ? + : 
A.—So little that a half-pound pressure to | to the world of spirits. Our modern philo- 


the square inch is sufficient to give motion to |sophers are just beginning to think there is 








the whole. 


such a world, and that it is a substantial 


(—Is there any difficulty in keeping the | affair; but it is the old philosophy of the 


piston valves in order ? 


A.—None. If anything gets out of order, Bible that the invisible world is the basis of 
there is a man-hole in the top of the supply|the visible, and that all the phenomena of 


cylinder, so that a man goes in with 
looks about, remedies the evil, comes out, anc 
shuts the door behind him—and there is an end 
of it. [Laughter.] In the steam-engine, on 
the contrary, whenever the valves are deran- 
ged, we must take off the head, weighing some 
five tuns—then wait three hours for the engine 
to cool. Nor so here. 

@.—How long a time do you take to pump 
in the air for starting ? 

A.—A very few minutes. 

(2.—What would happen if the engines were 
neglected 7 

A.—The worst would be that the machinery 
would stop. 

().—How long since did this idea occur to 
you? 

A.—It has been cherished for twenty years. 
In 1833 I brought out in London my first 
model Calorie Engine, which ran with 5 horse 
power ; and since that time I have built twelve 
or thirteen such machines. 

().—Will you state what is the relative cost 
of the Caloric ship and steamships ? 

A.—The cost will be about two-thirds that 
of the steamships; that is, there will be a sa- 
ving of one-third in expense. 

().—-What is the ratio of expense, as regards 
the employment of engineers and firemen ? 

A.—About in the proportion of 1 to 5. 

The Tribune thus concludes its account : 

As we have already said, we do not think the 
Ericsson will prove a fast ship. But the new 
Motive Power isas well established with 9 miles 
an hour as with 90. Larger cylinders will be 
put into other ships, and speed will be attained 
which will leave steam as much behind as it is 
now surpassed in economy, safety and conven- 
ience, 

Hot Air as a Motor, will produce a deep and 
far-reaching change in human affairs. It will 
enrich and emancipate the poor, without injur- 
ing any. The revolution will be peaceful and 
happy, and for that reason, all the more profound 
and sure. 


Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 160. 
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[For the benefit of a friend who was thrown into perplexity 
by the sudden intrusion of the Rapping spirits into his domes- 
tie cirele.] 

THE RAPPINGS. 

I am. glad Mr. L. has become satisfied 
that the phenomena to which his attention 
is called are of spiritual origin—and for this 
reason: as long as he or any one regards such 
things as humbugs, produced by the cunning 
of persons in this world, solong they are in 
no condition to deal with them scientifically : 
they are treating a spiritual disease as though 
it were a mere matter of flesh and blood ; and 
with such a false, superficial view, it is un- 
reasonable to expect any success in counter- 
acting it. Scepticism and the philosophi- 
cal theories that are popular among a cer- 
tain class with reference to these phenomena, 
are dangerous in that respect; they preclude 
the scientific treatment of these irruptions. 
In his former state of incredulity, it would be 
difficult for me to help Mr. L.; but in his 
present state I think he may be benefited 
by what I have to say. 

Understanding then that we are dealing 
with the spiritual world and with spirits, we 
will put ourselves back on the’old Bible 
philosophy in regard to the subject. It is 
to be observed that while your philosophers 
of the present day think this ‘ spirit’ dis- 
pensation is a great novelty, something that 
has just entered the world, and that all 
truth in regard to it remains to be discov- 
ered, and that it is to be the glory of mod- 
ern times, the simple truth is, that the Bidle 
is the great storehouse of science and wis- 
dom on the subject. There are developed 
in the Bible, principles and truths in respect 
to which the mesmerizers and _ spiritualists 
of this rapping school are mere novices, as 
could easily be shown. In the first place 
the Bible, that good old book that has been 





a light, | life, of disease, inspirations, &c., are to be 


referred to the pressure of the spirit world, 
which is all the time acting on this world. 
Now to show how small the present de- 
velopments from that world are, in com- 
parison with what there was in the old Bi- 
ble-times, it is enough to notice the vast 
difference between the forms of commu- 
nication that are now in vogue and those 
that were familiar then. People are now 
making a great ado about the approach of 
the spiritual world, because that world has 
come near enough to open communication 
with this world in complicated mysterious 
ways, rapping out letter after letter so as to 
finally form words and sentences. This phe- 
nomenon which is becoming quite common, 
is thought to be a great discovery, a won- 
derful affair. But the truth is, that in 
ancient times there was open communication 
between the spiritual and the visible world ; 
and there are plenty of facts in the Bible 
that ought now to be believed, relating to the 
familiar intercourse of angels with men— 
an intercourse far in advance of anything 
that these new philosophers are acquainted 
with. Angels then visited men in an open, 
familiar way, talked with them in their own 
language, ate and drank with them, and 
manifested their power over physical things 
in & common-sense manner, without any 
hocus pocus about it. It is true that mani- 
festations of this kind were mostly confined 
to angels, but there were cases of manifes- 
tations of the dead, and communications with 
them. And when such manifestations took 
place, it was by open personal presentation, 
and familiar conversation in the language 
of the country, as for instance, when Samuel 
appeared to Saul, see 1 Sam. 28: 15—20 ; 
And again, when Moses and Elias appeared 
with Christ on the mount. Those were ap- 
pearances of the dead—of persons in Hades. 


The difference between the two methods 
of communication is like the difference be- 
tween telegraphic communication and talk- 
ing face to face. If we were two or three 
hundred miles apart, it would be quite a 
discovery to be able to rap to one another, 
and make intelligible communications ;_ this 
is achieved by the magnetic telegraph ; but 
the very beauty of the discovery lies in the 
circumstance of its bringing about commu- 
nication between persons at great distances 
from each other; and in fact it implies a 
great distance between the parties. If it 
were possible for persons to be visibly pres- 
ent to each other at any moment they chose, 
the magnetic telegraph would be good for 
nothing ; no one would think of using it ; it 
would be an incumbrance. And it is only 
on the assumption that there are great dis- 
tances to be overcome, that the discovery 
is of any benefit. So this rapping method 
of communication with Hades implies that 
there is a great distance to he overcome ; and 
people are overcoming it in a way somewhat 
like that of the Telegraphic dispatch. But 
this great distance did not intervene between 
the spiritual and natural world in Bible 
times: communication took place in a legiti- 
mate way then, by personal presence and 
conversation. 

This brings us to the inquiry, What is the 
intercepting influence that makes such a 
great distance now between the natural and 
the spiritual world ? Why is it that we are 
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not open to the angelic w 


at the beginning, in the patriarchal times,| Those who deal with the rappings are in-| King of kings; and that text properly in | 


and as they were in New Testament times ? 
What has got between this world and that, 
which makes it necessary to telegraph back 
and forth in this way? Distances are not 
measured in the spiritual world by miles, 
but by states. Now what is it that inter- 
venes between us and the spiritual world? 
It is wnbelief ; and these oracles are rapping 
away through partitions made by unbelief; 
the parties on both sides allow that unbelief 
to exist, and are trying to overcome it by 
science instead of listening to God and Jesus 
Christ, and having fellowship with the angel- 
ic world and the Primitive church. Com- 
munication has been established, through 
Jesus Christ, between the two worlds, admit- 
ting personal presence and intercourse— 
a better method of communication than 
by raps is already open. These rapping 
philosophers are forsaking that old opening, 
and are trying to push a hole through with 
their philosophy and science ; but they will 
find that the Bible is the great treasure 
house of wisdom, and their discoveries are 
but leading them where they can begin to see 
what was familiar truth to the old philoso- 
phers of God. With all their science, they 
do not begin to understand the subject as the 
patriarchs, Christ and the Primitive church 
did. Their method of communication is only 
valuable on the supposition that there is im- 
mense difficulty in the parties getting to- 
gether. That difficulty is unbelief; and if the 
parties were wise on both sides, instead of tel- 
egraphing through, they would try to remove 
this intervening medium that creates the dis- 
tance ; and that can be removed, and can 
only be removed by the faith of Christ 


Then in regard to dealing with evil spirits, 
the Bible does not leave us without direc- 
tion. We find there a great many diseases 
referred to the possession of the devil—as all 
kinds of insanity, epilepsy, &c.—and the 
word is, ‘ Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you.’ The Bible shows us how by alli- 
ance with God, we can become superior to 
evil powers; and thataman by faith can 
overcome the devil, and of course can con- 
trol all subordinate spirits. By connec- 
ting ourselves with Christ we are in alliance 
with the sovereign of the spiritual world, 
who is above all principalities and powers. 


Doubtless it is one general principle in 
regard to spirits, that even in a natural 
state, without faith, the fact of a person’s 
spirit being in a state of repulsion towards 
them, gives him a degree of power against 
them. Where persons are suffering from 
their invasion, (as multitudes are suffering,) 
it is because in some way an invitation 
has been given. Persons are not inva- 
ded in that way entirely against their will. 
Probably the invitation in a great many in- 
stances is given by persons’ belief, and con- 
fidence in these spirits. Reverence and ad- 
miration is an inviting attitude of spirit to- 
ward any influence. I apprehend that in the 
case of these spiritualists who are so many of 
them being capsized by the spirits, there is 
a morbid state of mind, induced by their 
forsaking Christ, and rejecting the truth, 
that predisposes them to danger. There is 
a sort of spiritual greediness in many, in 
consequence of their not ‘ holding the Head,’ 
such a3 Paul described when he says, ‘ Let 
no man beguile you of your reward in a vol- 
untary humility and worshiping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath 
not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind; and not holding the Head, from 
which all the body by joints and bands hav- 
ing nourishment ministered, and knit to- 
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truding into things that they have not seen. 
They do not wait to see; do not wait for 
proper and legitimate intercourse between 
the two worlds. There will be open com- 
munication when it is legitimate; but the 
| intercourse that is going on in this dark way, 
is not legitimate ; it is intruding into secret 
things. Apostates from the truth, and 
from the Bible, are precisely the spirits in 
| this world that are in a condition to be the 
preter of these manifestations; they have 
lost their hold on Christ, and are floating 
about in the great ocean of doubt and moon- 
shine, with their marvelousness in a mor- 
bid state, ready to accept anything that 
comes out of the invisible world, and to take 
advantage of any chance to steal in there in 
this under-handed, illegitimate way. 








However it may be in regard to the lia~ 
bilities of persons without faith, (though I 
think they are not liable to such invasions, 
except as they are in a state of invitation 
towards them,) it is perfectly certain that 
whoever believes in Christ, and is thereby 
in communication with him, is in connection 
with a power that is far above all such spir- 
itual influences; and can not only keep 
clear of such influences himself, but can 
cast them out of others that are invaded by 
them. And I hope that Mr. L. will make 
up his mind that Christ’s words are true: 
‘ Resist the devil, andhe will flee from you ;’ 
and also make up his mind that Hades is 
not almighty, but Christ is; and that he 
can not only resist this invasion in himself, 
but in his family. His power against these 
influences will be in proportion to his faith 
in Christ. If the question arises, How do 
we know that certain spirits are not good, 
or that we should treat them as Christ treat- 
ed the demons?—here again, the Bible is 
our wisdom. ‘That says to us, ‘ Believe not 
every spirit,’ [do not accept every thing 
that comes from the spirit world,] ‘ but try 
the spirits, whether they be of God; for 
many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.’ Then follows the test :—‘ Hereby 
know ye the spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, is of God; and every spirit that con- 
fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, is not of God.’ Here is a good, firm 
foundation to stand upon—if we stick to this 
test, there isno danger of our being led astray. 
What is it to confess that Christ is come in the 
flesh? Read John’s whole epistle, and see 
what he means by it. The great doctrine of 
that epistle is, that Christ has come into hu- 
man nature, cleansing it from sin and all un- 
righteousness; and that is what is meant by 
the confession that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh. These spirits do not confess any- 
thing of that kind that I have ever heard ; 
they know nothing about Christ in them the 
hope of glory, or about salvation from sin. 


I think we may add to John’s test still 
another, which was not then possible, but is 
now; viz., the confession of Christ’s Second 
Coming. We may say now, ‘ Every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, (which coming may be referred to 
his personal coming, to kis coming in the 
church asa savior from all sin, and to his 
Second Coming,) is of God.’ Every spirit 
that confesseth the whole manifestation of 
Christ in human nature, and in all his com- 
ings, is of God; and every spirit that does 
not confess Christ in all his comings, is not 
of God. We may swell the meaning of 
that text into accordance with facts as they 
now exist. The truth is, that Christ has 





not only come personally, and inthe church, 


cludes all these comings. I would not 
listen one moment to a spirit that did not 
clearly understand and confess the greatest 
fact in the spiritual world, the Second Com- 
ing of Christ. It is certain that every 
spirit that does not understand the fact that 
Christ is a savior from sin, and that does 
| not understand the fact of his Second Com- 
‘ing at the destruction of Jerusalem, is a 
spirit of darkness. 

IfI were in Mr. L.’s place, I should make 
up my mind to abide by these tests, and 
throw myself into the war with evil spirits just 
as readily and freely as I would throw myself 
into a war with any human imposture. I 
would go into the war, with these weapons— 
with the old Bible armor ; not as a skeptic, 
but assuming that I was dealing with spirits, 
and trusting these tests as the Primitive 
church did. He can say to the spirits, ‘I not 
only believe that you are real beings, and 
have power to produce these manifestations, 
but I consider your operations as very su- 
perficial and insignificant, compared with 
what is coming, and I do not mean to take 
up with such stuff. When the two worlds 
come together legitimately, there will be 
open communication; as for this mystical 
intercourse, it is perfectly unsatisfactory 
and vain.’ 


FOR 
The Confession of Christ. 

Paul says in his epistle to the Romans, ‘ If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Je- 
sus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.’ Christ says, ‘ Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will I confess 
also before my father which is in heaven.’ 


THE CIRCULAR, 


The confession of Christ cannot be too high- 
ly appreciated as a means of removing clouds of 
darkness, and letting life and strength into both 
soul and body. The devil often tempts us to 
think that it is a small matter to confess Christ 
—that it will not do any good, &c.; but I know 
from my own experience, that a sincere con- 
fession of Christ will remove difficulties, and 
make us feel our union with Christ more than 
anything else we can do. It is the best wea- 
pon we can use, when assailed by the world. 
If we are ashamed to confess Christ before 
men, he will not confess us before his Father 
which is in heaven. H. E. A. 
Wallingford, Jan., 1853. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM NEW JERSEY. pity 
Newark, Jan. 12, 1853. 

—I will give vent to the feelings of my 
heart in sending you a response to the life-giv- 
ing doctrines of the Cross, explained in the last 
I believe this response will also 
I find in me 
a new appreciation of Christ’s death and resur- 
We consider ourselves dead, and 














Circular. 
start a fresh circulation of life. 


rection. 
risen with him, through the faith of the opera- 
tion of God. Our hopes all center in this fact 
—‘ Because I live, ye shall live also.” And what 
plainer declaration can we have than this: ‘ If 
one died for all, then were all dead’? ‘This is 
a great step to take in advance of the tradition 
received of our fathers; but I do notsee that it 
is any thing more than putting on the Lord Je- 
sus, and making no provision for the flesh.— 
Paul was determined to know nothing but 
Christ, and him crucified; and to glory in the 
Cross. His glory shall be our glory. Teens in 
the bonds of true love, H. Macknet. 





FROM VIRGINIA. 
Shepherdstown, Jan. 5, 1853. 
—I have begun to know a little about sub- 
jecting my head to wy heart, and my heart to 
God. I shall do nothing, therefore, which my 
heart does not sanction in the Holy Ghost. I 
am fast learning the value of inspiration, and 
this gives me courage to wait till the Lord 
speaks through my heart. Premeditating and 
mechanical thinking is a great hindrance to 





orld as they were| gether, increaseth with the increase of God.’|but he has come the second time, and is|iuspiration; one word fitly spoken, that is, by 


| inspiration, carries more power and execution 
with it than a volley of empty intellectual 
jtalk. I have beaten my opponents many 
| times in the intellectual field, but I have al- 
most invariably suffered reaction afterwards.— 
How much better now to wait patiently on my 
heart, though ever so closely pressed, than to 
| be drawn on in my own wisdom and strength, 
and suffer for it afterwards.. Inspiration is a 
| great secret at present even to the professed 
Christian world ; they know nothing about it, 
and indeed have little faith in it. I thank God 
for this gift, though I have it at present only 
occasionally, under great difficulties and emer- 
gencies. [ hope to secure it ere long asa 
constant, perceptible companion under all cir- 
cumstances. It seems to me that the heart 
is in a state not sufficiently softened to enjoy 
this privilege constantly ; for it is generally 
after difficult and heart-wringing trials, that the 
heart seems sufficiently relaxed and softened to 
enter into affinity with this mighty agency of 
power and wisdom. I now see the great loss 
that I have sustained for years past, by dodging 
the difficulties that God was bringing in with a 
design to develope this gift in me. We all 
want strong faith and inspiration, and pray to 
God for them; but as soon as he answers our 
prayer by putting us into tight cireumstances 
to develope these gifts, how apt we are to 
think our case terribly hard, and sometimes to 
be almost ready to find fault with God for 
dealing thus with us. In such trials, by dodg- 
ing we escape suffering for the time being, but 
we also cheat ourselves out of an increase of 
faith and strength in God. By the grace of 
God I will no more dodge, nor complain when 
cornered up on all sides, but will wait for the 
more excellent way to come out by faith. 

Jan. 9.—-I have just closed the first perusal 
of Rev. H. Eastman’s ‘ Noyesism Unveiled.’ 
It has given rise to the following conclusions : 
The author has rendered valuable service to 
the cause of truth, by his judicious selections 
of some of the most interesting and _ stirring 
truths, from the writings of Mr. Noyes. He 
has quoted enough to prove, not that J. H. N. 
is a sensual man, and a teacher of licentious- 
ness, but that his system of doctrine leads to 
the highest state of social morality, or purity. 
I say no honest, inquiring mind ean easily es- 
cape this conviction, after a faithful investiga- 
tion of Kastman’s book. But no thanks to EK. ; 
no more than is due to the crucifiers of Christ. 
Their intention was evil, but God overruled it 
for good. How E. himself, in handling so 
much glorious truth, escaped this conviction, 
seems unaccountable to me. I think the total 
failure of his effort, and the present prosperity 
of the cause he tried to crush, is calculated to 
produce serious reflections in his mind. 


I must tell you that the spiritual manifesta- 
tions, or Rappings, have finally reached this 
region. ‘They are all around us, and much ex- 
citement, and some alarm exist on the subject. 
[had thought that the South, so much set 
against ‘ Northern fanaticism,’ would be proof 
against this ‘ Northern delusion ;’ but from all 
accounts, they are as easily sucked in as our 
northern friends ; and not only the common, 
ignorant classes, but some of our most respec- 
table clergymen are performing as mediums.— 
This fact has given strength to the cause of de- 
lusion, and some say it will do more harm to 
the Bible, than a host of Tom Paines. Some 
treat the matter with contempt, and others, 
off-hand, condemn it as all humbug; _ but not- 
withstanding, it is destined, in due time, to 
make its good share of whole-hearted converts 
here. Those poor creatures who sympathize 
with the Bible, and fear its overthrow by the 
spirits, would do well to study the Bible more, 
and perhaps they would gain wisdom from it 
sufficient not only to confirm its divine authen- 
ticity, but to solve the mystery eoncerning the 
spicitual rappings. They would find that com-. 
municating with the dead was practised, at 
least as far back as the time of king Saul, and 
yet the Bible is safe; and at present, the cause 
of Christ is developing itself in the world as 
fast as delusion. They would find that true 
Christianity has its tests, not only to detect the 
delusions in this world, but all that can arise 
from the Hadean world. ‘ Every spirit that 
confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in tke 
flesh, [whether of this world, or the spirit 
world,] is not of God.’ Let this text be un- 
derstood thoroughly in its sweeping application, 
and the devil’s deceptions must be harmless to. 
the believer. Yours, &c., D. Lona. 

(Mr. Long may think the Home-Talk in this num- 
ber is a response to his letter; but it was given to 
the printer before his letter arrived. Weare pleased. 
with such coincidences, which sometimes give a uni- 
tary design to the matter of a whole paper.] 








Letters Received. 
J. Lowry ; W.G. Kelly; D. Long; L. Holister ; 
E. Carrier ; A. C. Sears; T. Graham; P. W. Marsh ; 
J Rouzer. 
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